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Announcements ;

- If WebEx crashes, this meeting will be 

rescheduled for next week.

- Note that this meeting is being recorded 

for later posting.

- Please hold questions till the end to 

ensure we have time to cover all material.



As of 1 July 2020 

New Hampshire Drought Management Team (DMT) 
Agenda 

July 9, 2020 ς 2:30 PM 
WebEx 

 
I. Introductions of Presenters and Agenda - ¢ƻƳ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ 

NHDES and Chair, DMT 
 

II. Key aspects of the 2016 drought - ¢ƻƳ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ 59{ ²ŀǘŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
 

III. Overview of Drought Management in New Hampshire ς Brandon Kernen, NHDES 
 

IV. Current Drought and Forecast for New Hampshire, Mary Stampone, UNH ς State 
Climatologist 
 

V. Drought Impacts; 
 

a. Rivers and Streams, Ted Diers, Administrator, Watershed Bureau, Water 
Division, NHDES 

b. Reservoirs, Jim Gallagher, Administrator, Dam Bureau, Water Division, NHDES 
c. Groundwater ς Shane Csiki, NHGS 
d. Drinking Water, Brandon Kernen, Assistant Administrator, DWGB, Water 

Division, NHDES 
e. Agriculture, TBD 
f. Other as appropriate 

 

VI. Ongoing actions ς ¢ƻƳ hΩ5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ ŀƴŘ 59{ ²ŀǘŜǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
 

VII. Drought Management Team Discussion (input from all Drought Management 
Team participants) 

a. Recommended responses to any specific impacts 
b. Recommended public messaging 
c. Next steps 
d. Next session; proposed for 6 August 2020 
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Lake levels and Stream flow, Reservoir Management

Failing water supply wells (private & public)

Public water supply shortages

Restricting outdoor water use

Impacts on business, industry

Roadside withdrawals by tanker trucks &
Well refill by Tanker Trucks

Fire danger

Crop loss

II. Key aspects of the 2016 drought
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NH Drought Management Plan
(https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dam/drought

/documents/drought-management-plan-for-web.pdf)

Å Technical criteria updated by UNH in 2014

Å Drought Management Plan Updated in 2015 ςStakeholder review in 2012

Å 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƴŜȄ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴ 

Å Coordinated by NHDES

Å Administered by a Drought Management Team (DMT)

ï More than 30 entities

ï Government/Water Supply/Business/Recreation

III. Overview of Drought Management in New Hampshire ςB. Kernen, NHDES
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NH Drought Management Team (DMT)

1) Assembles after a sustained moderate drought is occurring

2) Assesses data and makes drought classification determination for each 
management area

3) Determines and provides public relations messaging

4) Makes recommendations to each other, State agencies and Governor

5) Assists in capturing economic damage and other impacts

6) Forum for information sharing and collaboration

III. Overview of Drought Management in New Hampshire ςB. Kernen, NHDES
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Legal Mechanisms to Address Drought

ÅLarge groundwater withdrawal permits ςreduce withdrawals based 
on phase of drought

ÅEmergency authority to approve new large groundwater withdrawals

ÅMunicipal authority to restrict or ban residential lawn watering during 
drought (applies to public and residential wells)

ÅAuthority to require dam owners to release water

ÅAuthority to require a public water system to extend service to 
address a nearby emergency

III. Overview of Drought Management in New Hampshire ςB. Kernen, NHDES
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Mary Stampone, NH State Climatologist ǒDepartment of Geography, University of New Hampshire

Drought 
Improvement
(from 6/23)

ά5мέ tŜǊǎƛǎǘǎ
(from 6/23)

ά5лέ tŜǊǎƛǎǘǎ
(from 6/16)

May 26, 2020 July 8, 2020

IV. Current Drought and Forecast for New Hampshire

June 30 - July 8, 2020



Mary Stampone, NH State Climatologist ǒDepartment of Geography, University of New Hampshire

July 8, 2020
(Released Thursday, July 9, 2020)

50-75 % 
of normal

75-100 % 
of normal

IV. Current Drought and Forecast for New Hampshire

SPI < 0.0    

Temperature 
driven increase 
in evaporative 

demand.

Drought onset:
Å 3-month precipitation < 75% 

of normal
Å 3-month SPI & PSDI < 0.0 (D1)
Å 3-month EDDI > 80% 

percentile (D1)


